which, on the one hand, so much atheromatous deposit existed in the coronary arteries of the heart as to make them firm, large, and brittle ; but yet the heart has been in some instances only moderately, and in others very slightly, affected. One case in particular was worthy of notice, in which, although the coronary arteries were intensely atheromatous, calcareous, and fatty, yet the muscular fibres of the heart were only very slightly altered, but the entire organ was greatly atrophied, generally weighing but seven ounces, and that in a person fifty-seven years of age. Many of the hearts that were found to be fatty, and some that were exceedingly fatty, were firm and resisting ; some were hypertrophied, others were dilated only, and others were both hypertrophied and dilated. Some that were very lacerable, and flaccid, and unfirm, were not very decidedly fatty; hence the observation not unfrequently made, on inspecting a weak and flaccid heart, that "it is certainly fatty," without any further examination, may be incorrect. This flaccid state has appeared to be rather dependent on imbibition, and a fluid state of the blood, as in fever, puerperal peritonitis, pyaemia, &c. Out of the 100 fatty hearts examined, I find that 23 of them are marked as being only very slightly fatty, and the average ages of the patients in whom they existed was forty years ; whereas out of nine which are marked as having most decidedly fatty hearts the average age was only thirty-six. Of the 23 with slightly fatty hearts one patient was the age of sixty-one ; two were of the age of sixty-one ; two were of the age of sixty five ; and three of the age of fifty years ; whereas of those with most extensively fatty hearts the highest age attained was sixty years, and one of the latter class was only of the age of ten years. Dr J. W. Ogle, in Transactions of the Pathological Society of London, vol. iv.
